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Introduction  
Community members are best placed to plan for the future of their own communities.  Identifying a vision and then planning actions required to realise the vision is a useful mechanism to gain support and direct community action to bring their vision to life.  

The Bendigo + 25 Community Plan has been developed for the whole of the City of Greater Bendigo. As an adjunct to the Greater Bendigo Community Plan, citizens from Woodvale have come together to prepare a community plan for this district.  This plan is developed based on the principle that community members have the opportunity and the ability to come together, plan for their future and take action to realise the vision. The Woodvale +25 Community Plan, along with other plans developed by small towns and rural communities will form part of the Bendigo + 25 Community Plan. 

The planning for the Woodvale Community Plan has been developed in partnership, where citizens have identified opportunities and issues and are prepared to initiate action.  

The implementation of this plan will be the responsibility of the people of Woodvale. Local people will oversee the implementation through their chosen method, the Woodvale Progress Association.

Background

Woodvale, situated 10km north of Bendigo, has known many names since European occupation first began in 1845. Woodvale was originally regarded as part of Myers Creek, later Myers Flat. It was changed to Sydney Flat when mining became established in 1852. This name lived until the 1920s, when was changed to Woodvale to avoid confusion with the NSW city. Prior to European settlement it was open forest country occupied by the Jajawerong people, who were estimated to have a population of about 1000 people. The Aboriginal name for the locality was Nerring. In Woodvale their land was taken over as early as 1845, as part of Weddikar station, and the tribe soon became alienated and demoralised, and their presence faded away. In 1861 Marong Shire was founded and Woodvale was a part of the north-east riding of the shire, in 1991 subsumed in the City of Greater Bendigo. 

Woodvale land was soon explored and settled after the discovery of gold in Bendigo. This brought many people and haphazard and frenzied activity, including Chinese miners. Most alluvial miners soon moved on to the new rush site after surface gold ran out, leaving the land ransacked. A couple of puddling machines continued to operate up until the period of World War 1, although the lack of water was a continuous problem. Quartz-reef mining commenced in the 1880s, with various mines along the substantial Moon reef; this phase was relatively short lived when miners moved to grazing or the Kalgoorlie goldfields.

A number of settler families, whose names are still associated with the district, took up land after mining activities declined, and established local farms and enterprises. Names include William Booth, the Daly’s who emigrated after the Irish potato famine, John Daly had five sons who played a significant part in the establishment of local facilities; the Rothacker family, the Fletts, Riley’s and the Ingham’s.  The Ingham’s owned the Old House and Home hotel near the corner of the Raywood road and Camp Road and then established a butcher shop opposite and the Bayliss family, who established a dairy farm.  The district of Woodvale was one of mixed farming, dairying, vineyards and orchards. The settlers’ life was hard and arduous. 

Apart from mining, non-agricultural industries were established in Woodvale to service the needs of miners and farmers, including a blacksmith and farrier, shoemaker, and a number of general stores. Jack Shadbolt established the first eucalyptus distillation factory in the district at the base of Flagstaff Hill, at the location of the current Shadbolt picnic ground in the Whipstick State Forest. Shadbolt supplied the Red Cross with eucalyptus during WW1. 

There were 12 hotels operating at different times on Woodvale. During the gay 1920s police raided the Railway Station Hotel where nude table-top dancing was a local drawcard! The Camp Hotel, still preserved in an excellent state, also had a colourful history, with a feisty licencee, Mrs Deeming, who at one stage was trussed up by ‘bush rangers’ who helped themselves to liquor and stole her gold. The Old House and Home was the last of the Woodvale pubs to operate as such, and was de-licensed in 1970

State School 1531 Nerring was opened in 1875. It was built for £632:19:10 from bricks carted from the Eaglehawk brick kiln after pressure to local council, particularly by women from the district. Through poor maintenance the school was temporarily closed down after an outbreak of scarlet fever around the turn of the 20th century. The schools’ name was changed to Sydney Flat and it was extensively renovated and remodelled in 1914.  At that time it was also the venue for popular local dances. The name was again changed to Woodvale in 1936, when average attendance was about 60 pupils. But enrolments declined after the great depression and World War 2 and in 1948 enrolment was only 9. The numbers were judged insufficient and the school was decommissioned in 1956 and it is now the Woodvale Public Hall. 

Background con…

The Woodvale Progress Association was formed in 1929, with a particular interest in advocating to local council for improvements to local roads and facilities, but at the time of establishment, because of the depression, the committee also raised funds to subsidise workers employed on council projects, in order to relieve widespread severe unemployment. 

Because of falling membership it was disbanded in 1939, but re-formed in 1978, as a medium of bringing Woodvale community together and to advance the interests of Woodvale.

The Woodvale Bush Fire Brigade was formed in 1932. It was funded by a levy of one shilling per 100 acres per member, and had minimal equipment. Now under the auspices of the Country Fire Authority, but still reliant on volunteer commitment, the Woodvale CFA is well-equipped and takes an active part on local emergency management and fire fighting across the state. 

Organised sporting activities probably commenced with hare-drives, which could yield 400-500 hares in a day.  Harneys Hotel organised pigeon shoots which were the precursor to the establishment of the Bendigo Gun Club clay-target site at Woodvale which still has a busy schedule. Australian Rules football never flourished at Woodvale, but the Woodvale Tennis and Cricket Clubs have had more successful histories. Woodvale produced a number of fine cricketers, including Henry Frederick (Harry) Boyle who played for Australia in England in the history-making ‘ashes’ test. Tennis took over at the main sport after cricket faded in importance in the 1940s.

Background con…
Over the years the small farms of the settlers were amalgamated, in order to maintain their viability. In more recent times, this trend has been reversed with the breaking up of larger tracts into hobby-farms. The locality these days consists of broad-acre farming land, small land-holdings of more than 4 hectares, and a substantial proportion of the area is Greater Bendigo State Park (Whipstick forest). There is no commercial centre in the Woodvale community. (These details of the background and history of Woodvale are largely derived from Ray Wallace’s book Sydney Flat Gold to Woodvale Green, and people interested in a more detailed history of the locality are recommended to read this book.) * Ken Stent has copies of the book available for $15, with proceeds to the Woodvale Progress Association.

The population characteristics are described below. The current population is fairly evenly spread, except that there are three main ‘clusters’ of residents around the site of the old Camp Hotel, along Booth Road and the side roads entering it, and Janaways road and the side roads which enter it.

There are three community ‘hubs’ which tend to bring community members together:

· Woodvale Public Hall (at the former Woodvale Primary School) 

· Woodvale Recreation Reserve where there is an active tennis club

· Woodvale Fire brigade which attracts local participants but is auspiced by the CFA.

The Woodvale Progress Association meets quarterly – in February, May, August and November- at the Woodvale Public Hall to discuss matters of interest to local residents and to advocate for improvements to the locality and facilities.


Background con…
In the 2006 Census (held on 8th August 2006), there were 544 persons usually resident in Woodvale: 50.7% were males and 49.3% were females. Of the total population in Woodvale 0.9% were Indigenous persons, compared with 2.3% Indigenous persons in Australia.

	Age groups:
	Woodvale
	% of total persons in Woodvale
	Australia
	% of total persons in Australia

	0-4 years
	20
	3.7%
	1,260,405
	6.3%

	5-14 years
	89
	16.4%
	2,676,807
	13.5%

	15-24 years
	85
	15.6%
	2,704,276
	13.6%

	25-54 years
	218
	40.1%
	8,376,751
	42.2%

	55-64 years
	87
	16.0%
	2,192,675
	11.0%

	65 years and over
	47
	8.6%
	2,644,374
	13.3%

	Median age of persons
	41
	-
	37
	-


In the 2006 Census, 94.7% of persons usually resident in Woodvale were Australian citizens, 4.2% were born overseas and 0.6% were overseas visitors.

English was stated as the only language spoken at home by 95.0% of persons usually resident in Woodvale. Mandarin and Dutch were the only two languages other than English spoken at home.

Background con…
The most common responses for religious affiliation for persons usually resident in Woodvale were No Religion 26.5%, Anglican 20.2%, Catholic 19.3%, Uniting Church 11.2% and Baptist 2.9%.

	MARITAL STATUS (Population aged 15 years and over)
	Selected Region
	% of persons aged 15 years and over in Region
	Australia
	% of persons aged 15 years and over in Australia

	Married
	231
	52.9%
	7,900,684
	49.6%

	Never married
	140
	32.0%
	5,278,600
	33.2%

	Separated or divorced
	55
	12.6%
	1,801,979
	11.3%

	Widowed
	15
	3.4%
	936,813
	5.9%


	LABOUR FORCE (Population aged 15 years and over)
	Selected Region
	% of persons in the labour force in Region
	Australia
	% of persons in the labour force in Australia

	Total labour force (includes employed and unemployed persons)
	278
	-
	9,607,987
	-

	Employed full-time
	151
	54.3%
	5,827,432
	60.7%

	Employed part-time
	87
	31.3%
	2,685,193
	27.9%

	Employed away from work
	7
	2.5%
	337,991
	3.5%

	Employed hours not stated
	6
	2.2%
	253,567
	2.6%

	Unemployed
	27
	9.7%
	503,804
	5.2%

	Not in the labour force
	153
	-
	5,271,116
	-


During the week prior to the 2006 Census, 278 people aged 15 years and over who were usually resident in Woodvale were in the labour force. Of these, 54.3% were employed full-time, 31.3% were employed part-time, 2.5% were employed but away from work, 2.2% were employed but did not state their hours worked and 9.7% were unemployed. There were 153 usual residents aged 15 years and over not in the labour force.

	OCCUPATION (Employed persons aged 15 years 
and over)
	Selected 
Region
	% of employed persons aged 15 years and over in Region
	Australia
	% of employed persons aged 15 years and over in Australia

	Professionals
	47
	18.7%
	1,806,010
	19.8%

	Technicians & Trades Workers
	40
	15.9%
	1,309,258
	14.4%

	Labourers
	34
	13.5%
	952,520
	10.5%

	Clerical & Administrative Workers
	31
	12.4%
	1,365,805
	15.0%

	Community & Personal Service Workers
	27
	10.8%
	801,906
	8.8%

	Sales Workers
	26
	10.4%
	896,208
	9.8%

	Machinery Operators & Drivers
	22
	8.8%
	604,616
	6.6%

	Managers
	20
	8.0%
	1,202,267
	13.2%


Background con…
In the 2006 Census, the most common responses for occupation for employed persons usually resident in Woodvale were Professionals 18.7%, Technicians and Trades Workers 15.9%, Labourers 13.5%, Clerical and Administrative Workers 12.4% and Community and Personal Service Workers 10.8%.

In Woodvale, the median weekly individual income for persons aged 15 years and over who were usual residents was $378, compared with $466 in Australia. The median weekly household income was $888, compared with $1,027 in Australia. The median weekly family income was $1,044, compared with $1,171 in Australia.

There were 160 families in Woodvale: 46.9% were couple families with children, 35.6% were couple families without children, and 17.5% were one parent families.

There were 191 occupied private dwellings counted in Woodvale: 100.0% of which were separate houses. In Woodvale 50.8% of occupied private dwellings were fully owned, 35.6% were being purchased and 12.0% were rented.

The median weekly rent was $150, compared to $190 in Australia. The median monthly housing loan repayment was $867, compared to $1,300 in Australia. The average household size was 2.8 and the average number of persons per bedroom was 1.1. In Woodvale, 78.5% of occupied private dwellings were family households, 18.8% were lone person households and 3.7% were group households.

Methodology

A sub-committee of the Woodvale progress Association was formed to lead the Community Survey and consultation processes, and to report the findings to community members. 

Draft Community Survey documents prepared by Bendigo +25 were used as a guide, but they were adapted in order to take account of the unique setting of Woodvale. Woodvale is situated on the edge of the Greater Bendigo National Park, and a number of residents’ properties are bordered by the National Park. In addition, because Woodvale is a district with no townships, there is no focal point or regular meeting centre to serve as a hub for activities and social meetings. The Woodvale +25 group felt the community survey needed to gauge people’s specific views about the management of the locality. The generic survey was probably more suited to localities with at least one commercial centre. (See Appendix 1 for a copy of the Woodvale Survey).

With the assistance of the Bendigo +25 staff at the City of Greater Bendigo, the survey was mailed to approximately 170 household s and ratepayers in Woodvale during October 2007.

The response rate was positive, with 36 completed surveys returned, representing the responses of around 50 people. Approximately half of the respondents were in the 40-55 year age group.

Responses were collated and these will provide the detail for planning into the future and are included here. In addition, a document summarising the findings was prepared to guide discussion at the Community Planning Meeting. (See Appendix 2 for a copy of the Woodvale Survey summary of responses).

The Community Planning Meeting was held on November 25, 2007, to be followed by a community BBQ. This process was designed to actively involve community members in the decisions about priorities in the planning processes, with the hope that their active interest would be sustained during implementation of the community strategies. Attendance was small, with only three families represented, but the process was successful; those taking part affirmed the issues raised by the survey and spoke about priorities.  A second community discussion meeting was held on April 11, 2008, this meeting was well attended and discussions were held on the draft copy of the plan.  It was decided at this meeting to amend and include the items discussed on the night and to send the final draft copy out to all Woodvale households for final community input.

Our Strengths  

These findings are a collation of the responses of residents to the community survey in October 2007. 

What are the best things about Woodvale? 

· Most people valued the setting, a quiet rural environment in close proximity to town with all the facilities one could want

· Closeness to the Whipstick with its walking and horse trails, flora and fauna and historical features

· Friendliness of the community

What are the “hidden treasures?

· Proximity to the Greater Bendigo National Park

· Woodvale’s undeveloped state, not on an urban growth corridor

· People and community involvement

· Existing facilities

Our Strengths con…
Our Vision for the Future

Most people wanted some limited development to enhance what is already there with better facilities rather than envisaging new development in the locality. Most people saw Woodvale’s greatest value as being its quiet rural setting and lifestyle.

In response to the guidance provided by the Woodvale Community Survey structure, people responded about three main themes; the Greater Bendigo National Park, the existing community facilities of the Recreation Reserve, the Woodvale Public Hall, and the CFA Fire Brigade. They were also asked about industrial developments in Woodvale.

Greater Bendigo National Park

Whilst residents recognised that the National Park is independently managed and they have no direct control over its management, they see themselves as custodians of the wellbeing of the park. They are the eyes and ears of the park, and they have a key role in informing the City of Greater Bendigo and the Parks Victoria about issues of concern to management of this resource.

· Most people wanted some limited development to enhance what is already there with better facilities i.e. parking, toilet facilities, picnic facilities, and fresh water tank (vandal-proof)

· Most people wanted no change in use, preferring that it is kept park-like, used for passive recreational activities

· Better signage to designated areas and historical markers

· Many wanted banning of motorised rec vehicles (bikes off tracks especially)

· One survey respondent wanted more recreational motorbike access. 

· More controlled fuel reduction burns, and firebreak construction was seen to be essential.

CFA, Recreation Reserve and Public Hall 

· Most wanted some development of existing facilities

· Sealed roads

· Water and gas

· Facilities to improve comfort and safety and conducive to hosting community educational and social events.

Industry

· Most respondents wanted maintenance of current zoning on subdivisions – not smaller land-holdings 

· No industrial estates- just development of small individual enterprises. 

· Phase-out of the Bendigo Mining settlement ponds and rehabilitation of the site.

· Environmentally sustainable farming, not intensive agricultural industries.

Key Themes of the Vision

When asked what they saw as the “best possible version” of Woodvale that they could imagine, respondents said:

· Developing a means of communicating information to residents and encouraging active community engagement in local community groups and services enhancing membership and varying age ranges.

· Develop infrastructure, including upgrade of road surfaces (sealing) better cycle, horse access paths and public transport.  Access to natural gas and reticulated water along with rehabilitation of the Bendigo Mining site of the evaporation ponds.

· Many value the lack of urban feel in Woodvale and they want the residential guidelines to remain unchanged -no development less than 10 acres.

Our Community Assets
Taken from responses to community survey (listed, without ranking, numbers represent number of response)

I live here

Wildlife (4)

Open spaces (2)

Close to CBD (4) – best of both worlds

Peace & quiet and rural outlook (6)

Location

Rural lifestyle close to facilities (5)

Environment, natural bush surrounds (2)

Isolation

Lack of urban development

Unchanged ambience (3)

National park and Whipstick proximity to forest (3)

Community people & feel, good neighbours (3) - friendliness

Walking trails

Just like it as it is- lucky

Space and size of blocks – allows ‘lifestyle’ farmers

Farming pastoral (3)

Freedom to carry out rural enterprise and small industry

Our Focus



1. To promote greater local Community Engagement and Participation in community activities

	Time
	Objectives
	Strategies / Actions
	Partnership
	Indicators

	
	To facilitate sharing of information of relevance and interest to the wider community

To develop and foster community social groups and communication networks.

To work in partnership with local and district organisations to continue to improve the quality of facilities at the Recreation Reserve and Community Hall so they are conducive to social events.

To establish community links that foster youth participation within the Woodvale community.

To promote a “sense of history” and to encourage an appreciation of Woodvale’s past
	Inform local residents of Progress Association meetings and events.

Erect signage on the community notice board 

Inform local residents on how to contribute to the community events notice board.

Inform people how to access the website.

Ensure local residents know who to contact to access:

- Woodvale Public Hall

- CFA and emergency procedures

- School bus (and route)

- Woodvale Progress Association

- Bendigo Mining Environmental Review Committee

Maintain other means of communication, such as the Woodvale web site and notice board, providing accurate local information.

Ensure local residents know the community plan can be accessed from the COGB website.

Work with sporting clubs and the Recreation Reserve Committee to enhance the facilities at the reserve and to promote its usage.

Advocate improving & maintaining equipment and facilities at the Woodvale public hall.

Consider facilitating social events to engage the local and neighbouring communities, such as ‘Christmas in July’, social nights etc. 

Investigate program to increase youth involvement in the community

Continue to promote awareness of local sporting groups to existing and new residents.

Initiate collection of memorabilia for the next history book in 2033.

Investigate sourcing funds to erect historical markers on roadsides featuring Woodvale’s history.

Produce map-featuring locality of historical features in Woodvale. 
	Woodvale Progress Association

Recreation Reserve Committee and sporting clubs 

Public Hall Committee

Fire Brigade

City of Greater Bendigo

Historical society 

Other relevant partners
	Distribute welcome pack to new and existing residents.  

Conduct a practical information day on how to access the Woodvale website.

Increased participation in community meetings.

Increased membership of:

- Fire Brigade

- Tennis club

- Local Committees and sporting groups 

Continue to maintain the website with current information. 

Residents report a strong sense of belonging to this community

Increased local youth participation

Bus tour of historical sights in Woodvale

Knowledge and appreciation of Woodvale’s history.

Hold a Woodvale memorabilia day

Add to website and welcome pack a map identifying historically significant features.




2. To advocate for Maintenance, Management and Upgrade of local roads, tracks and crossings 

	Time
	Objectives
	Strategies/ Actions
	Partnership
	Indicators

	0-5 years
	To advocate for ensuring that existing tracks in the Greater Bendigo National Park are well maintained.

To work in partnership with the appropriate authorities to ensure the continued improvement in the quality of public roads in Woodvale.

To advocate to the City of Greater Bendigo, Parks Victoria and VicRoads regarding the provision of better signage of roads and tracks and rail crossings in Woodvale.

To advocate for the provision of wider tracks for emergency vehicles access in Woodvale, where needed.

To advocate for regular maintenance and improvements to existing cycle/walking tracks and extension of the network in keeping with the strategies of the COGB and in partnership with appropriate governance authorities.
	Attend meetings to make authorities aware of the local issues of concern.

Report deteriorating road and track conditions to appropriate authorities.

Inform City of Greater Bendigo and VicRoads of risks to road and cycle safety.

Continue to advocate for speed restrictions on sections of local roads.


	Department of Primary Industry

Woodvale and other CFA

Parks Victoria

VicRoads

Community Road Safety Council

City of Greater Bendigo

Woodvale Progress Association

Other relevant partners
	Periodic inspection of local tracks, roads and crossings to ensure unsafe sections are recognised and addressed.

Regular road maintenance is carried out.

Rail crossings are all appropriately signed and provide clear vision for motorists.

Cycle tracks receive regular maintenance and appropriate signage.

Cycle track network is extended.

National Park tracks are maintained and receive regular maintenance.


3. To improve Public Awareness and practice of environmental & Fire Safety

	Time
	Objectives
	Strategies/ Actions
	Partnership
	Indicators

	0-5 years
	To support Woodvale CFA in efforts to increase public awareness of fire protection maintenance procedures within in the community.

To facilitate sharing of information of relevance and interest to the wider community.

To support Woodvale and other Country Fire Authority groups and personnel to attain the best quality fire equipment and training of personnel. 

In liaison with the Woodvale CFA to maintain public awareness of access to water for fire fighting throughout Woodvale.
	Provide appropriate information in an accessible manner to local residents.

Report inappropriate use of the forest, such as motorcycles and other motorised vehicles to the proper authorities, because of risk to the environment.

Communicate fire emergency information to residents using a variety of media.

Assist Country Fire Authority in advocacy and applications for funding for equipment and training.

Encourage membership of Country Fire Authority by local residents. 

Include relevant information in the new residents’ ‘welcome-pack’.

Request a program of yearly inspections of bush dams to ensure they are well maintained (Parks Victoria or CFA).

Ascertain whether the bush dams remain sufficient for projected fire-fighting needs, given climate change.


	Woodvale Country Fire Authority

Parks Victoria

City of Greater Bendigo

Woodvale Progress Association

Recreation Reserve Committee

Public Hall Committee

Other relevant partners
	Residents are aware of the community emergency fire plan.

Residents are aware of what they should do in the event of a fire.

Residents are aware of CFA rights of access to water, including private supplies.

Bush dams are inspected yearly and well maintained.

Residents are aware of fuel reduction burn activities.

Membership of Woodvale CFA is promoted in community information.


Note: Changes to objective 3 have not been made pending the Royal Commission recommendations into Black Saturday bushfires in Victoria on 7th February 2009.

4. To encourage Beautification of the Woodvale forest, roadsides & surrounds

	Time
	Objectives
	Strategies/ Actions
	Partnership
	Indicators

	0-25
	To work in partnership with the relevant authorities and organisations to advocate for and to maintain beautification of the forest and its surrounds.

To work in partnership with the relevant authorities and organisations to advocate for and to maintain outdoor recreation facilities in Woodvale. 

To support efforts, which further enhance the safety and comfort of indoor and outdoor facilities in Woodvale.

To facilitate sharing of information of relevance and interest to the wider community, via website, notice board and community meetings.


	Encourage people to be aware of and report risks to the local environment to the responsible authorities.

Advise residents of appropriate protocols for collection of dumped rubbish from the forest.

Continue to support, and to expand the annual ‘Clean up Australia Day.

Advocate to proper authorities to erect littering report signs in the locality

Establish and maintain effective communication and working relationships with local Parks management authorities and their representatives.

Investigate the formation of a Woodvale and district, Landcare group.

Investigate options for the replanting of native vegetation on local roadsides

To advise Woodvale residents on were to access resources to assist them to identify noxious weeds in Woodvale and what plants benefit the environment.

Consult with, and work in partnership with, the Department of Primary Industry to reduce the harm caused by vermin such as rabbits and foxes, and to control noxious weeds.

Advocate for the provision of improved signage to local attractions, such as Shadbolt and Notley’s picnic areas, and other areas of historical significance.

Advocate for the provision of upgraded seating at public areas in Woodvale.

Advocate for the provision of a secure water supply at Shadbolt and Notley’s picnic areas.


	Parks Victoria

City of Greater Bendigo

Woodvale Progress Association

Woodvale Recreation Reserve Committee

Public Hall Committee

CFA

Landcare

Other relevant partners 
	Noxious weed control program to be designed and implemented.

Replanting of native vegetation, where appropriate.

Annual “Clean up Australia Day” to occur.

Reporting rubbish dumping to appropriate authority.

Local representative from various authorities attend local community meetings.




5. To Foster the Establishment of some Public Transport Options in Woodvale
	Time
	Objective
	Strategies/ Actions
	Partnership
	Indicators

	0-25
	By participating in the B-line strategy development and considering other options, to investigate ways to achieve a viable public transport link between Bendigo and Woodvale and more distant locations (such as Raywood, etc).

To facilitate sharing of transport related information of relevance and interest to the wider community

To establish a network partnership with neighbouring towns.
	· Consult with existing transport providers, including those which service surrounding areas and close communities.

· Continue to consult with City of Greater Bendigo re what must be done to demonstrate need and viability.

· Assists in making community members aware of B-line strategies, timetables and updates

· Investigate possibilities for corporate sponsorship of transport options.

· Liaise and work in partnership with neighbouring towns in working towards a common goal.
	City of Greater Bendigo

    - B-line representative

Woodvale Progress Association

Sebastian, Raywood, Neilborough +25 Committees.

Transport Service Providers

Other relevant partners 
	Strategies are developed to explore and develop public transport options in partnership with nearby towns.

Local representation on B-line working group reports to Progress Association

Woodvale B-Line timetable link is available on the Woodvale web site & COGB website.

B-Line timetable is posted on the community noticeboard.

Welcome pack advises residents where B-line timetable cane be found.

. 




6. To Ensure Timely & Appropriate Rehabilitation of the Bendigo Mining Ltd. Evaporation Ponds
	Time
	Objective 


	Strategies/ Actions
	Partnership
	Indicators

	0-25
	To encourage two local Environmental Review Committee (ERC) representatives to continue to consult with Bendigo Mining Ltd. regularly regarding the ongoing maintenance of existing facilities, and to report regularly to Woodvale community.

To facilitate sharing of information of relevance and interest to the wider community, including providing Woodvale residents with the opportunity to receive information about BML activities in the area. 

To advocate to ensure that future developments of Bendigo Mining Ltd. owned facilities in Woodvale, comply with a full environmental risk/effects assessment.

To encourage residents to take an ongoing and active part in the management of the local facilities.

To take community-wide decisions about the rehabilitation of de-commissioned mining ponds.

To advocate to BML to ensure there are opportunities for ongoing partnerships with, and support for, the Woodvale community.

To communicate to residents available information about ongoing changes to BML facilities and environmental issues and risks.


	· The ERC representative(s) provide a written report to the community through each Woodvale Progress Association meeting, and a copy of the ERC minutes, irrespective of whether they attended the meeting personally

· Maintenance of effective liaison between ERC representatives and Progress Association to ensure dissemination of accurate information relating to BML activities.

· Have at least one Woodvale representative on the ERC at all times, preferably two, as approved by ERC Terms of Reference.

· Facilitate the dissemination of BML newsletters, including posting it on the Community Noticeboard.

· Include relevant information in the new residents’ ‘welcome-pack’.

· Identify and access possible areas of BML community support or partnership.
	Environmental Review Committee and Woodvale representatives.

Bendigo Mining Ltd (BML)

Woodvale Progress Association

Professional Environmental consultants.

Other relevant partners
	Community feel they are well informed about BML activities.

At least one Woodvale ERC representative.

Community is consulted about matters of local interest and concern.

BML Newsletters are posted on community noticeboard.

Ensure, in liaison with BML, that newsletters are mailed to local residents who have PO boxes, as well as those having RMBs.


7. To Ensure Woodvale Maintains Its Value As Rural Environment.
	Time
	Objective
	Strategies/ Actions
	Partnership
	Indicators

	0-25
	To support development in Woodvale which is in keeping with maintaining the existing rural character and lifestyle.

To facilitate sharing of information of relevance and interest to the wider community.

Maintain an awareness of planned commercial growth, intensive farming activities and other proposed  development strategies, which might impact on the locality and residents, through regular consultation with City of Greater Bendigo planning staff. 


	· Foster strategies which enable members of the community to become aware of and to respond promptly to issues of concern about the local environment that come to their notice. 

· Regular liaison with City of Greater Bendigo strategy unit and planning staff to ensure residents have appropriate access to timely information. 

· Ongoing access by Woodvale Progress Association to City of Greater Bendigo council minutes


	City of Greater Bendigo Planning department and Strategy Unit.

Woodvale Progress Association

Other relevant partners 
	City of Greater Bendigo council minutes are distributed.

City of Greater Bendigo strategy and planning staff discuss policy directions with Woodvale residents.

Networks of communication and consultation are effective in the community. 

Member(s) of the Progress Association liaises with relevant departments and officers of the City of Greater Bendigo 

Documents with local impact, such as the COGB Rural Areas Strategy are circulated to residents, with  discussion opportunities


8. To Promote The Development Of Essential Services Infrastructure In Woodvale
	Time
	Objective
	Strategies/ Actions
	Partnership
	Indicators

	0-25
	To investigate to possibility of supply of potable mains water supply for Woodvale. 

To investigate the possibility of connection to natural gas mains for Woodvale residents.

To advocate to appropriate providers and authorities to ensure reliable mobile telephone and internet access in all areas of Woodvale

To support private enterprise or a community co-operative if they wish to establish a general store in Woodvale.

To facilitate sharing of information of relevance and interest to the wider community


	· Liaison with water supply working groups from Sebastian, Raywood and Neilborough.

· Ensure local residents are made aware of relevant updates from Coliban Water regarding water supply.

· In partnership with +25 representatives from other small towns to advocate for equitable service access

· Advocate for and support local representatives on essential service working groups


	 Coliban Water

Resource/energy Companies

Bendigo Mining Limited

Woodvale Progress Association

City of Greater Bendigo

Other relevant partners, including gas supply companies 
	Shared approaches to Coliban water.

Energy companies to investigate the supply of services to Woodvale

Partnerships formed with other small towns +25 groups

Local representative on working groups report to the Progress Association




Revising the Plan

The Woodvale +25 Community plan will be reviewed yearly.  It will be implemented under the auspice of the Woodvale Progress Association, with individuals in the community volunteering to facilitate actioning the objectives of the plan and reporting the progress to the Progress Association on a quarterly basis. 


Contacts for the Community Plan

Woodvale Progress Association  

Contact person Kerry Errington - 5446 3992 or

City of Greater Bendigo 

Contact person René Laan – 5434 6452

Appendix 1 – Community Survey
About Your household…

(Please indicate in the box the number of residents in each age group represented in this survey)

Age:  1-11 (    12-17 (     18-24 (    25-39 (    40-54 (    55- 69 (     70 + (
How far do you live from the Woodvale Public Hall?

( 0-4km                 (5-9 km              ( more than 9km

How long have you lived in this location?      ________     Years
Are you planning to stay living in this area?   ( Yes   (  No
What makes this place GREAT?

What are the best things about Woodvale?  

(What makes Woodvale better than other places?) 


What are the “hidden treasures”/ “secret weapons”?  

eg Natural features, people, buildings, climate, businesses, geography etc.


A Vision for the Future

Question: What kind of place would you like Woodvale to be within the next 25 years?

Local Environment

What vision do you have for the future development of the Shadbolt Recreation reserve?

( No Change 
( Some Development
( Encouraging Open Development


     With Limitations/ Restrictions  

Other - Please Explain


What vision do you have for the future USE of the State Forest?

( No Change 
( Different Usage

Please Explain


Local Environment Con…

What vision do you have for the future DEVELOPMENT of the State Forest?

( No Change 
( Some Development
( Encouraging Open Development


     With Limitations/ Restrictions  

Please Explain


Commerce and Industry

What vision do you have for the future commercial development in Woodvale such as shops?

( No Change 
( Some Development
( Encouraging Open Development


     With Limitations/ Restrictions  

Other - Please Explain


What vision do you have for the future development of industry? (Such as mining, forestry, specialist farming). 
( No Change 
( Some Development
( Encouraging Open Development


     With Limitations/ Restrictions  

Other - Please Explain


Community Facilities

What vision do you have for the continued or future development of community facilities or groups, such as the CFA, Recreation Reserve and Public Hall and others?

( No Change 
( Some Development
( Encouraging Open Development


     With Limitations/ Restrictions  

Other - Please Explain


What would improve the Woodvale district as a place to live and/or visit? (Do we need more/different planning restrictions or guidelines, more services, better access, altered maintenance?)
Please Explain


Transport

What do you consider to be future needs with regards to transport and infrastructure (eg, public transport, community transport, road development and maintenance, cycle and walking paths etc)?
Please Explain


Do members of your household or you use the school bus services?   


( Yes   (  No

Finding out local information and about local events

Where do you get information about local events?


.


Would you like to be kept informed of progress with this plan and

other community events?   








( Yes   (  No

If YES, remember to fill out your contact details on next page!

The City of Greater Bendigo has agreed to provide and erect a Community Notice Board where notices of events of community interest can be posted. We need to decide the location of this board please choose from these options.

1. Corner Camp and Booth Roads (adjacent to the bus shelter).

2. On the highway Raywood Road at the intersection with Janaways Road.

3. At the Woodvale CFA Station on the Loddon Valley Highway.

What is the “best possible version” of Woodvale that you can imagine?   
Think about:

· How people would socialise, work, learn, play, and get around.  Who would live here?    

· What the short and long term goals might be.
· What would make you happy living here or raising your children here?
Making it Happen

What needs to happen to reach this vision?  List the top 3 tasks or projects 

1.   


2.   


3.   


What community groups, facilities and resources could be involved? 

Would you be prepared to volunteer your skills, experience 


( Yes   (  No        

or other resources?   

If YES, please complete the following:

Name: 

Phone: 


Address (postal):

Mobile: 




Email: 

Details of what you would be prepared to volunteer:  


Appendix 2 – Woodvale Community Survey Results
Number of responses –36 Number of useable responses 33

Unusable responses – 3 Respondents, new residents didn’t feel qualified, people moved 

Age:  1-11 =2    12-17 =2   18-24 =2  25-39 =3  40-54 =22  55- 69=13  70 + = 2

Most respondents were middle-aged and have lived in the community for a sustained period.

People who lived closer to the public hall were more likely to respond 

What are the best things about Woodvale? 

· Most people valued the setting, a quiet rural environment in close proximity to town with all the facilities one could want;

· Closeness to the Whipstick, with its walking and horse trails, flora and fauna and historical features;

· Friendliness of the community.

What are the “hidden treasures?

· Proximity to the National Park

· Undeveloped state, not on an urban growth corridor

· People and community involvement

· Existing facilities

What vision do you have for the future development of the Shadbolt Recreation reserve?

· Most people wanted some limited development- to enhance what is already there with better facilities –i.e. parking, toilet facilities, picnic facilities, and fresh water tank (vandal-proof)

What vision do you have for the future USE of the State Forest?

Most people wanted no change in USE, 

· Better signage to designated areas and historical markers

· Many wanted banning of motorised rec vehicles (bikes off tracks especially)

· One survey wanted more rec motorbike access. 

What vision do you have for the future DEVELOPMENT of the State Forest?

Most wanted no change

· Signage and historical markers

· Keep it park-like, passive recreational activities

· More controlled fuel reduction burns, and firebreak construction

What vision do you have for the future commercial development in Woodvale such as shops?

Most wanted no change

· Milk bar or corner store – but others thought this should be at Sebastian

· Maintain current zoning on subdivisions – not smaller land-holdings 

· No industrial estates- just small individual enterprises. 

What vision do you have for the future development of industry? (such as mining, forestry, and specialist farming

· Most wanted no change

· Phase-out of the settlement ponds and rehabilitate site.

· Environmentally sustainable farming

What vision do you have for the continued or future development of community facilities or groups, such as the CFA, Recreation Reserve and Public Hall and others?

· Most wanted some development of existing facilities
What would improve the Woodvale district as a place to live and/or visit?

· Sealed roads

· Water and gas

· Community social events

What do you consider to be future needs with regards transport and infrastructure? 

· Bus service to town – linked to other small communities and local pick-up points’

· Use of school bus by the public for a small fee, 

· Road upgrades

What is the “best possible version” of Woodvale that you can imagine?   

Think about:

· How people would socialise, work, learn, play, and get around.  Who would live here?    

· What the short and long term goals might be.
· What would make you happy living here or raising your children here?
· Developing a means of information and encouraging active community engagement in local community groups and services enhancing membership and varying age ranges.

· Develop infrastructure, most responses wanted upgrade of road surfaces (sealing) in Woodvale and better cycle, horse access paths and access to public transport.  Access to natural gas and reticulated water along with rehabilitate the site of the mining ponds.

· Many like the lack of urban feel and are very happy living in a safe friendly area, and want the residential guideline to remain unchanged no development less than 10 acres. 

  







The Woodvale Public Tennis Courts and Recreation Reserve











Sunset over Grey Box Gum Trees in Booth Road Woodavle

















Picnic facilities at the Shadbolts Picnic Area
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Woodvale Progress Association














To foster the establishment of some Public Transport options in Woodvale.














To encourage Beautification of the Woodvale forest, roadsides and surrounds.











To ensure �Woodvale maintains �its values as Rural Environment.











To promote the development of Essential Services Infrastructure in Woodvale.











To ensure timely �and appropriate rehabilitation of the Bendigo Mining Ltd. evaporation ponds.








To advocate for Maintenance, Management and Upgrade of local roads, tracks and crossings.











To improve Public Awareness and practice of environmental and Fire Safety.











To promote greater local Community Engagement and Participation in community activities.
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