ORGANIC & CERTIFIED FARMERS AND OPERATORS
It is recommended that farmers and/or operators of organic or certified properties contact your local fire brigade, (in this case Woodvale – See contact details on Web Page) and notify them of the status, or changes in status, and requirements and boundaries of your property if you have not already done so….. 
THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.
This information should include the location of any domestic water supplies, and protected or irrigation water supplies or waterways that exist on the affected property.

It should be noted that responding fire brigades, FOR THE PURPOSES OF ASSET AND LIFE PROTECTION MAY CHOOSE TO USE “CLASS A FOAM” ON YOUR PROPERTY. This is allowed under Section 30 of the CFA Act 1958.
In general the CFA and responding brigades will make every endeavor to minimise the potential detrimental effects on produce, the environment, and certification of organic and certified properties from the use of class A foam and wetting agents. In other words we will avoid using it in such situations.
The use of Class A foam or wetting agents may be minimised, or possibly not even used (depending on situation), on your property… IF WE KNOW THAT YOU HAVE  ORGANIC OR CERTIFIED CLASSIFICATION  OR OTHER SPECIAL REASONS….So discuss this with your friendly local brigade.
THE CFA RECOMMENDS THAT APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE BE INSTALLED AT ALL ACCESS POINTS OF THE PROPERTY, IDENTIFIYING THE PROPERTY AS ORGANIC OR CERTIFIED.

Some points of information: 
This information is not complete, and you should contact the CFA for all the information that may affect you,(MSDS’s) etc.

Class A Foam is a wetting agent to improve the efficiency of water by reducing the amount of water required to suppress a fire. Surfactants contained within class A foam and wetting agent improve water penetration into compacted fuels reducing fire suppression and extinguishment time.
Class A foam and wetting agent are relatively benign when applied to land. They Biodegrade relatively quickly in soil.

Completed chemical and biodegradation of class A foam solution can vary within 14-30 days depending on localized environmental factors.
Wetting agent used by the CFA is 80% biodegradable within 72 Hours.

Class A foam and wetting agent contains synthetic chemicals. All or part of a property’s certified or organic status will be affected by the application of class A foam and/or wetting agent. An affected property may regain its certification or organic status when it once again meets the requirements of the National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce (NSOBDP) 2002.

